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47 What model of transitional justice does the Arab
world need?-Amor Boubakri

82  Restoration as the Spirit of Islamic Justice
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Transitional Justice and Democratic Transition in the Arab World :
The Moroccan Equity and Reconciliation Commission as a sample

Abstract:

In different periods of their history, most Arab countries went through
political and social crises, during which human rights were flagrantly
violated (disappearances, assassinations, torture...). This had a negative
impact on the stability of these countries and on their political and
developmental process, gave rise to conflicts that most of the time turned
violent, and complicated the process of democratic transition.

At the same time, Arab judicial institutions were incapable of offering a
genuine justice in societies torn by divisions and conflicts. This led to the
persistence of human rights abuses in a number of Arab countries.

While democracy rests upon a number of conditions and prerequisites,
turning the page of the past and revealing truths, through the transitional
justice mechanism, can only pave the way for a constructive democracy
that can help put an end to internal conflicts and lay solid foundations for
the rule of law.

In this context, the Moroccan Equity and Reconciliation Commission has
largely contributed to creating a dialogue between victims on the one hand,
and the state on the other hand. It has also helped to make heard the

11
www.arabtransitionaljustice.org



victims’ voice on a large scale, and to spread the culture of human rights,
which has enhanced the current process of political change in Morocco.

It is, therefore, important that Arab countries take cognizance of, and draw
from, pioneering international experiences in terms of transitional justice,
so as to promote a national reconciliation that lays the ground for a sound
democratic practice, and to break away from the political stagnation they
are experiencing.

What is transitional justice? Can it be achieved in the Arab world? To
what extent has the Moroccan transitional justice experience succeeded?

Dr. Idris Lakrini,
Professor of International Relations and Political Science
Cadi Ayyad University, Marrakech
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